
CITY COUNCIL FILED

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU AUG 1 2013
No 1 2—197

HONOLULU, HAWAII PURSUANT TO ROH Sec. 1-2.5

RESOLUTION

APPROVING FOR INCLUSION IN THE 2013 HAWAII STATE ASSOCIATION OF
COUNTIES (“HSAC”) LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE A PROPOSAL THAT REQUIRES ALL
FOOD PRODUCTS OR RAW AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES THAT CONTAIN
GENETICALLY ENGINEERED MATERIAL OR PRODUCED WITH A GENETICALLY
ENGINEERED MATERIAL BE LABELED IN THE STATE OF HAWAII.

WHEREAS, since their commercial introduction in 1996, crops containing
genetically modified organisms (GMO5), have been put into widespread production by
growers in the United States and around the world; and

WHEREAS, despite the alleged claim of benefits through agricultural
biotechnology, there are also significant public concerns about the possible negative
impacts of GMOs on public health, the environment and the economy; and

WHEREAS, specific concerns about GMOs include the introduction of allergens
and toxins into food stuffs, reduction of the nutritional content of food products, and
contamination of non-genetically engineered crops; and

WHEREAS, over 50 countries around the world, including countries of the
European Union, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, and China, require labeling of
genetically engineered food; and

WHEREAS, a number of the most widely planted crops in the world contain
GMOs, such as, soybeans, cotton, rice and corn; and

WHEREAS, GMOs are present in many processed foods consumed on a daily
basis, such as, carbonated drinks, breakfast cereals and other popular snack products;
and

WHEREAS, food companies are not required to label their products as
containing GMOs in the state of Hawaii; and

WHEREAS, a poll conducted by the University of Hawaii’s College of Tropical
Agriculture and Human Resources shows that seventy-two percent of Hawaii’s residents
feel that it is very important that genetically modified food be labeled; and

WHEREAS, indicating the presence of GMOs through food labeling enables food
consumers to make informed decisions about the food being purchased and ingested;
and
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CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU No 1 2—197

HONOLULU, HAWAII

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, mandatory labeling of genetically engineered food:

(1) Would meet the demand of Hawaii’s residents for informed choice
concerning the food they consume; and

(2) Could be implemented at a minimal cost to food producers and the
government;

now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it
approves for inclusion in the 2013 Hawaii State Association of Counties legislative
package a proposal, attached as Exhibit A, that requires all food products or raw
agricultural commodities that contain genetically engineered material or produced with a
genetically engineered material be labeled; and
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CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII

RESOLUTION

No. 12—197

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be transmitted to the
President of the Hawaii State Association of Counties.

I NTRODUCEDB

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

AUG 0 12012
Honolulu, Hawaii Council members
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EXHIBIT A
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